[Atrioventricular block, a complication of radiotherapy of the mediastinum].
Cardiac complications of mediastinal irradiation usually concern the pericardium, the ventricular myocardium and the coronary arteries. We report the case of a 42-year old woman who experienced a syncopal atrioventricular (AV) block 12 years after irradiation of a mediastinal Hodgkin's lymphoma. Electrophysiological recordings showed infranodal conduction disturbances. A review of the literature yielded only 12 cases of syncopal radiation-induced AV block. This case highlights the risk of syncopal AV blocks occurring a long time after mediastinal irradiation and leading to severe damage of the His bundle and its branches. The presence, as in our patient, of an associated right ventricular outflow tract stenosis confirms the importance and severity of radiation-induced cardiac lesions.